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Lailac Magazine Article – October 2008 
 
 

Pascal Renouard de Vallière, a French 
consultant in international relations, has been 
enamored with the Arab world, its countries 
and people for 30 years. Professional relations 
and friendships have tied him to kings, princes 
and prominent people in this region, and 
continue to do so, in particular the Reigning 
Family of Saudi Arabia. 
 
Pascal splits his time between Egypt and Paris. 
He is very proud of his most recent 
accomplishment: the creation of a branch of 
the prestigious Sorbonne University in Abu 
Dhabi. Our correspondent, Leith Bazari, met 
him in Paris to conduct the following 
interview: 
 

Lailac: Introduce yourself to our readers. 
 
Pascal: I am a consultant in international relations and have been working for the Near and 
Middle East for more than thirty years. I have a great deal of friends there and sincerely love 
the region. 
 
Lailac: How would you describe your adventure with the Arab world? 
 
Pascal: It started very simply, for cultural, sports and artistic reasons. Close personal relations 
developed with prominent individuals in the Arab world, with whom I enjoy working. I am 
French, born in France. I was friends with some Saudi individuals and wanted to learn more 
about their culture and lifestyle. With time, I learned to better know them and like them. I also 
was able to help in their business affairs and that is how my current situation came about. 
 
Lailac: Have you ever lived in the Arab world? 
 
Pascal: Yes, for a certain time, I lived in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia, and I currently split my 
time between Paris and Cairo. My family is also in Cairo. Additionally, I have a great many 
projects in this beautiful, singular Arab world. 
 
Lailac: Why did you live in Saudi Arabia at first? 
 
Pascal: For the simple reason that I was working with the Late Lamented Prince Sultan Bin 
Faisal, an exceptional man. He treated me like a brother and opened many doors for me in 
Saudi Arabia. I am now speaking about the 1980s. 
 
Lailac: You also learned to speak Arabic. 
 
Pascal: Alhamdulillah (“Praise to God”). 
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Lailac: Once you had met Prince Sultan Bin Faisal? 
 
Pascal: I met members of the Royal Family of Saudi Arabia with whom I still have close 
relations. I also met many famous people in the Gulf who introduced me to international 
communication companies and therefore helped me pursue my business. I am particularly 
appreciative of these people as they are loyal. 
 
Lailac: When did you move to Cairo? 
 
Pascal: In 1996, for personal reasons, essentially related to greater ease of travel, visa issues, 
etc., I moved to Cairo. 
 
Lailac: Then you had the idea of initiating projects in the Arab world. 
 
Pascal: Yes, and this is continuing: projects that have all been successful. I have always 
respected my agreements with companies in the Arab world. 
 
Lailac: What are these projects? 
 
Pascal: The Sorbonne-Abu Dhabi founded two years ago. It is one of the most important 
projects that I ever dreamt of, in particular because I am culturally close to the Arab world 
and have very strong relations with  the world of education. Similarly, I am in frequent 
contact with the educational and teaching sector in France. By chance, I met His Excellency, 
Mr. Saif Al-Aryani, Ambassador of the United Arabic Emirates in Paris. He was a General 
before becoming an ambassador. He trusted me and, after the death of Sheikh Zayed, I 
suggested creating a major cultural project in the Federation’s capital, Abu Dhabi. I worked 
with His Excellency on this project, which opened the door to new possibilities and new 
contacts in the business world. 
I lost a great deal of money, as the project was conducted without a contract and was only 
based on trust. I was not paid at all, although I supported the realization of this project from A 
to Z. I prefer not to go into any further details. 
 
Lailac: Is it true that the students of the Sorbonne-Abu Dhabi cannot graduate unless they 
study for one year in Paris? 
 
Pascal: Frankly, I don’t know at all, as the President of the Sorbonne in Paris has changed 
and I am not aware of the new rules that have been imposed. All that I can say is that the 
Sorbonne-Abu Dhabi is strictly identical to the Sorbonne in Paris, as the idea was precisely to 
create a university that was identical in all aspects to the one in Paris, whether in the teaching 
or the composition of the student body. 
 
“I love the Arab world.” 
 
Lailac: Could we say that you are the Ambassador of France to the Arab world? 
 
Pascal: I would simply say that I am French, I love the Arab world, a respectable world that I 
understand and know very well, as well as its way of thinking, traditions and customs. 
 
Lailac: You say you are a friend of the Arab world. However, you are not a friend of the 
people, but of heads of states, kings and princes. 
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Pascal: If you look at the pictures, indeed, you’ll see me with celebrities, princes, 
ambassadors and heads of state. But they reflect official activities that require being seen with 
VIPs. However, I would like to point out that I have many friends from all levels of society in 
the Arab world. In this regard, let me say that I really enjoy the famous Arabic dish, Hummus. 
 
Lailac: Where did you taste it for the first time? 
 
Pascal: With Sultan Bin Faisal thirty years ago. Even now, I continue to discover the Arab 
world and some of its workings that I do not always understand. 
 
Lailac: Since you do not yet fully understand the Arab world, can you tell us anecdote or an 
interesting story with a king, head of state or prince? 
 
Pascal: There have been a few. But what I have learned more than anything about the Arab 
world is that anything is possible. It is an incredible world. In particular at the VIP level. They 
are remarkable for many reasons, some positive, others less. 
What has struck me the most is certainly the authenticity of relations and the deep convictions 
of the Royal Family of Saudi Arabia. 
French people are used to a certain type of freedom. Yet, in certain situations, when we 
spontaneously use this freedom in the Arab world, it can be considered disrespectful. 
 
Lailac: When did you meet an Arab king for the first time? 
 
Pascal: At the beginning of the 1980s. King Fahd during his state visit to France. I saw him 
from afar and was not able to greet him. But I discovered at that time that Arab kings have a 
special charisma and extraordinary strength in their human relations. They have values and 
mores that guide their behavior and may seem exaggerated to us Westerners. But that is how 
they live. 
 
Lailac: Who is the first King with whom you had an opportunity to speak? 
 
Pascal: Not kings, but heads of state, ambassadors and princes. I particularly liked and 
appreciated a Prince with whom my relations were excellent: Prince Faisal Bin Fahd, the 
eldest son of King Fahd. He was of extraordinary simplicity despite his rank -  great 
humanity, generosity, and unpretentious. 
When I met him, he asked me for a certain number of things that I was able to achieve. Once 
again, his simplicity was surprising. 
 
Lailac: I recently saw you with Lionel Richie. What are your relations with art and artists? 
 
Pascal: Music is life. Lionel is a model artist for me. I love his talent and was able to meet 
him in Paris. A friendship was born. 
 
Lailac: Why did Richie pick you in particular as a friend? 
 
Pascal: Richie is a marvelous man. He likes honest people who know how to appreciate 
others. 
I also have other artist friends, like Madonna and James Blunt. I love music; it feeds the mind. 
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Lailac: What do you think about current events at all levels in the Arab world? 
 
Pascal: It seems to me that the Arab world has significantly evolved and will continue to do 
so. I can watch 300 Arabic television channels at home. You can see things on television you 
were never able to before. What is pleasing is that in these times when communication is the 
rule, the new generation of Arabs have achieved many great successes at all levels. The 
Arabic people are tired of problems, politics and conflicts. 
The events of September 11 had a real impact on the Arab world and caused a change. It is 
also in this light that we can view Arab world. “Deliverance comes after trials,” says the 
Arabic proverb. 
 
Lailac: What do you think of Arab women and the high positions they are increasingly 
occupying in the Arab world and even in France? 
 
Pascal: This is a difficult question for me: my wife is Japanese … 
Arab women are beautiful. They feel feminine, but are also able to take on the tasks of men 
and many responsibilities in general. Like in any society, there is good and bad. I am speaking 
to you frankly. 
When I talk today with young Emiratis, I feel like I’m talking to young Europeans, which was 
not the case in the past. The Arab world is listening, seeing and observing, and then adopts 
what is positive from the outside world. Women have a major role to play in this regard, as 
they are the ones bringing up new generations and managing families. 
 
Lailac: Could this rapid evolution reflect negatively on the Arab world? 
 
Pascal: Absolutely not. This is a natural phenomenon, quite logical, especially in an immense 
region where major changes have occurred. In any event, today’s world invites us to help each 
other and cooperate. Peoples need one another. As I said before, I can watch 300 Arabic 
channels. Some have nothing to envy from MTV, BBC or CNN. I especially watch the Al 
Arabiya channel and can see the radical changes that have taken place in the Arab world. I 
also like the Egyptian channels and Arabic music channels. 
 
Lailac: Who do you like amongst Arabic singers? 
 
Pascal: Abdel Halim Hafez, Oum Koulsoum, Mohammad Abdou, Sabah and Fayrouz. 
 
Lailac: Among the Arab heads of states, which ones are similar to Nicolas Sarkozy, in your 
opinion? 
 
Pascal: That is a difficult question to answer. At the end of the day, everyone has his own 
lifestyle. As I live in Egypt, I can appreciate the politics of President Hosni Mubarak. It is 
difficult to control 80 million people in a single state. 
 
Lailac: A final word? 
 
Pascal: I am grateful to you and Lailac for this interview. I wish the Arab world even greater 
success and prosperity. 
 


