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Article dated November 8, 2007

Thirty-nine nationalities at the Sorbonne of Abu Dhabi

On November 5, the prestige of the Sorbonne University in Paris and its 750 year history were
alive and shone as emblems of civilization and culture, dedicated to the service of humanity
and intellectual, literary, scientific and artistic endeavors: symbols of inexorable progress to
conquer the challenges of humanity and symbols of peace that triumphs over factors that
divide nations and peoples, factors based on ignorance, hatred and greed.

The reason for this gathering in the Grand Amphitheater that brought together a broad range
of guests was not a graduation ceremony for students. It was simply a first in the history of
this prestigious university: a celebration to honor a person who engaged in an extraordinary
initiative that resulted in the historical inauguration of a branch of the Sorbonne in Abu
Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab Emirates. Indeed, on behalf of the President of the
French Republic, Nicolas Sarkozy, the insignia of the Chevalier of the Ordre du Mérite
National, a distinction created by General Charles de Gaulle for those who render great
services to France, was awarded.

The person honored by this distinction, who did so much for the Sorbonne, was none other
than the well known Consultant in International Relations, Pascal Renouard de Valliére.

To achieve success with this project, since 2004, Mr. de Valliére worked alongside the
President of the University, Professor Jean Robert Pitte and the deputy, author and artist,
Olivier Dassault, on the French side, and on the Emirates' side, His Excellency, Ambassador
for the United Arab Emirates in Paris and to UNESCO, Mr. Saif Sultan Moubarak Al-Aryani,
dean of the Arab ambassadors in the French capital, who enjoyed the support and approval of
his Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, the heir to the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
and Supreme Vice-Commander of the U.A.E. Armed Forces. Once the many difficulties
inherent in a project of this magnitude had been resolved, the project led to the signature of an
agreement in 2005 that crated the Sorbonne of Abu Dhabi, which opened its doors at the
beginning of the current university year.

This institution currently welcomes 250 students from 39 different countries, who take classes
in literature, arts and sciences, including geography and history, based on the excellent
programs of the Sorbonne in Paris. The number of students should exceed 1,000 next year.

The sole objective of this grand ceremony was to reinforce the role of the Sorbonne
University outside of French and European borders and to confirm the importance of His



Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed’s project that intends to ensure educational excellence
throughout the Emirates with a certain balance between the world languages and its distinct
universities (British, American, French and others). Citizens of the Emirates and all students
from brother and allied countries can now benefit from high level university studies without
any political, ethnic and religious conflicts which, unfortunately, are currently flourishing
throughout the world and in particular in the Middle East. This institution will give roots to a
spirit of openness, tolerance and learning for new generations, those representing the future of
humanity regardless of their continent.

The ceremony was marked by the speech of Chancellor Pierre Grégory, Vice-President of the
Universities of Paris who was responsible for introducing the guests, then by the speech of
Professor Jean Robert Pitte, President of the Sorbonne (Paris IV), who insisted on the
importance of Pascal Renouard de Valli¢re’s role. He confirmed that the Sorbonne Abu
Dhabi would not have seen the day had Mr. de Valli¢re not dedicated as many hours and
efforts to the task. Mr. Dassault’s speech also gave a very precise idea of the services
rendered by the honoree both in terms of Franco-Saudi relations (with his friends, the Egypto-
Saudi businessman, Dr. Hamza Al-Kholi, the engineering consultant, Dr. Nasser Al-Rashi, as
well as the great Saudi businessman, Sheikh Abdelaziz Abdallah Sulaiman) and in terms of
the level of reinforcement of relations between France and the United Arab Emirates.
Services that explain and justify the presence of the Minister for Immigration and National
Identity, Brice Hortefeux, the former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Philippe Douste-Blazy, the
famous anti-terrorist judge, Jean-Louis Bruguiére, as well as the actor, Robert Hossein, and
many other celebrities who found in this event both cultural and political an example of how
relations between peoples and States should evolve.

By Georges RAJJI
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