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Doha, Paris, Abu-Dhabi 
By Georges Rajji 
 

International relations are meant to be cordial and positive, based on 
open-mindedness and progress, to support the reciprocal interests of parties and 
ensure cooperation bypasses daily contingencies to achieve a sort of standard of 
morality. It is only on this condition that such relations can avoid destabilization 
through destructive attempts by people or parties who are ignorant or ill-
intentioned, as good relations at the highest of levels is much stronger than 
occasional incidents. 

 
Relations between France and Qatar, on the one hand, and France and 

the United Arab Emirates, on the other, are distinguished by great cordiality, good 
relations and cooperation, despite two limited, but regrettable incidents that are 
surprising, although they will not harm the image France enjoys in both of these 
countries. 

 
The first, extensively covered and commented in French media, relates 

to the purchase by the family of the Emir of Qatar, H.H. Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Khalifa Al Thani, of a private mansion located on the western tip of the famous Ile 
Saint-Louis, which dates back to the times of Louis XIII and whose beauty has 
continued to shine from the 17th century to today.  

 
Qatar, under the auspices of its Emir and his avant-garde ideas, 

sought to maintain the highest architectural quality during renovations. Voices 
were raised in the media against the damage caused to the construction, classified 
as a historical monument, questioning the number of elevators (four, five?) and the 
number of bathrooms and sinks, or, again, the type of heating system selected. 
Truth be told, these are minor issues, unlike the public uproar, as an officially 
appointed technical commission demonstrated during a visit of specialized 
journalists that the new owners in no way caused any prejudice to the nature of the 
monument or its historical characteristics. The commotion that arose from this 
affair could be very simply tied to electoral and political considerations, with the 
rivalry between the majority and the opposition in France acting as a backdrop. 

 
 
 However, the good relations between Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa and 

President Nicolas Sarkozy triumphed over the misunderstanding and Qatar still 
participates in the preservation of France’s heritage by injecting millions of dollars 
in the French fund dedicated to this purpose. Why, then, all this commotion and 
wherein lies Qatar’s sin? 



 

 
The second incident relates to a successful "civilizational" project, 

the Sorbonne Abu-Dhabi, which, in just two years, has taken off remarkably as it 
now has more than 400 students of 40 nationalities enrolled in its various 
departments.  The students receive specialized education with programs identical 
to the ones offered at the Sorbonne Paris which, one should remember, is a 
prestigious, 750 year old  institution. 

 
 This success, led by the United Arab Emirates under the auspices of 

the Head of State, H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Ben Zayed, the Crown Prince and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, H.H. Sheikh Mohammad Ben Zayed 
and, finally, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, H.H. Sheikh Abdallah Ben Zayed, 
falls within the continuity of the aspirations of the late lamented Sheikh Zayed Bin 
Sultan Al Nahyane, founder of the U.A.E. federation and creator of its exceptional 
renaissance.  

 
The source of the idea of a Sorbonne Abu Dhabi, which was favorably 

accepted both by the French and Arabs, came from Pascal Renouard de Vallière, a 
consultant in external relations, who has always promoted a "rapprochement" 
between France and Arab nations. As early as 2005, the former President of Paris 
IV La Sorbonne, Jean Robert Pitte, confirmed this view, which was reinforced by 
an official recognition by France, when the former President of the Republic, 
Jacques Chirac, promoted Mr. Renouard de Vallière to the rank of Chevalier of 
the Ordre National du Mérite. On this occasion, a grand ceremony was organized 
in the Sorbonne’s amphitheater, at which time the Ordre National medal was 
awarded to him.  

 
In their speeches, many officials honored him for his idea, carrying it 

through and contributing to its success.  
 
Pascal Renouard de Vallière, who was duly recognized in France, is 

perplexed and surprised that no recognition, either moral or otherwise, has been 
attributed to him by decision-makers and other officials in Abu Dhabi, which is in 
total contradiction with the policy of the heirs of the late lamented Sheikh Zayed 
and his followers, to such a degree that he is truly astonished and can barely 
believe it. He is convinced that he is the victim of intrigues working against him, 
which cannot be tolerated by those responsible for the major initiatives that honor 
Abu Dhabi. 

 
How will this unfortunate episode end? 
 
Will decision-makers in Abu Dhabi give the instructions required so 

that finally some kind of moral and symbolic recognition erases the bitterness of 
the one who initiated the Sorbonne Abu Dhabi project? 

 
 



 

 


