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Presidential Elections ... and Public Relations

Former and current Ministers and Deputies, judges, ambassadors, businessmen and
lawyers, intellectuals and artists and, finally, journalists, all gathered together on the
occasion of an event organized in Paris on Place Vendome in one of the most prestigious
hotels in France and the world to celebrate the end of a year and exchange good wishes for
the one to come.

In addition to the quality of the event, its refinement and courtesy, on this
Thursday, December 7, the preparations for the political and electoral events of the French
Presidential campaign for April and May 2007, and the hardy competition between
candidates from the right and left, colored the evening,. The most attentive of hosts, Pascal
Renouard de Valliere, consultant in international relations (and obviously also local relations),
and a member of the majority in power, whose presence is noted in political, diplomatic,
cultural and media milieus in Paris, brilliantly presided this reception.

Electoral campaigns in France take place at the level of parties that select a
candidate once the candidate has proven he or she has a following and is popular among the
constituents in administrative regions and electoral constituencies, including almost daily
political presence in the media, with the legitimate objective of beating other candidates
within the party, then preparing for a confrontation with other adversarial candidate(s).

Currently, this presidential campaign is limited to the official candidate for the
Socialist Party, Ségolene Royale, the declared candidate for the Front National, Jean-Marie
Le Pen, and, finally, the candidate for the majority in Power, the Minister of the Interior and
President of the UMP, Nicolas Sarkozy, who started his campaign and declared himself to be
a candidate before being invested by his party, which does not preclude the possibility of
seeing other competitors arise from within the government and party after the awaited
decision of President Jacques Chirac. The President could indeed present himself again to
the French population and request a third mandate or commit his support to Nicolas Sarkozy
who has truly launched the organization of his campaign against Ségoléne Royal, a socialist
and a symbol of unity for the left wing, as well as Jean-Marie Le Pen, the candidate for the
conservative right, like any other candidates who may throw themselves into the battle of
the first round of voting.

During the final days of 2006, public activity, like every year, follows the rhythm of
festivities. The campaign has therefore slowed down and political campaign headquarters
are taking advantage of this period to prepare plans to bring candidates closer to their
electorate. The context is obviously based on successive current events, but truly follows a
coherent and progressive reality based on three influential pillars that pressure voters:



The first relates to French realities and their ramifications: the difficulty in finding a
solution to the unemployment issue; difficulties in terms of education: purchasing power
falling behind due to the inexorable increase in value of the Euro as compared to the dollar
and other currencies.

The second relates to France’s relationship within the European Union and the fact
that it is necessarily subjected to decisions unanimously reached within the Union in relation
to its plans to open up to European and foreign markets.

The third relates to the globalization issue both in terms of the role of the United
States and their influence in Europe and to the crisis affecting the U.N. and Security Council
and their approach to worldwide issues — African and Asian, obviously, but mostly those
affecting the Near East: Palestine, Israel, Lebanon, Iraq and Iran. Equity and justice are
notably absent from the general western approach: France, and in particular French
politicians, seek to have their free and independent voice heard in the defense of freedom,
equality and fraternity.

What will the evolution of the French presidential campaign be in the next weeks
and months and what will be achieved by the meetings and events organized backstage to
pressure public opinion and have the majority lean towards a given candidate? This is
today's major issue in Paris.



